Instrumentation now plays such a large part in clinical biochemistry that a thorough knowledge of the available instruments is essential to all laboratory workers and in the proposed "Master of Clinical Biochemistry" examination an extensive knowledge of the subject will undoubtedly be demanded. This book supplies the knowledge and meets the demand. In fact, it should be part of the library of every laboratory and is a "must" for all candidates for the M.C.B. The bibliography is adequate.
An interesting addition-although not applicable to the clinical biochemist-to the book is the list of problems-many with answers-sct at the end of each chapter-which make the book valuable for teaching laboratories.
This book is well worth the price of 70s. This volume completes Section III of the encyclopedic and increasingly well-known "Comprehensive Biochemistry" of Florkin and Stolz. Section III is primarily devoted to aspects of enzymes, and under this heading have been included the chemistry and mechanisms of action of coenzymes. Since the present volume is concerned with hydrolytic reactions, it is of particular interest to Clinical Biochemists because of the long-established diagnostic value of estimations of enzymes in this category. Cholinesterases, esterases and lipases (R. A. Oosterbaan and H. S. Jansz), phosphatases (R. K. Morton), and the structure and mechanism of proteolytic enzymes (L. Cunningham) are dealt with, the contents being completed by chapters on the cobamide coenzymes (H. Weissbach, A. Peterkofsky and H. A. Barker), and carboxylases and the role of biotin (S. Ochoa and Y. Kaziro).
The enzyme reviews compare favourably with those on the same topics available in other standard works, such as "The Enzymes," that on phosphatases being particularly valuable; its excellence serves to remind biochemists of the severity of the loss which their profession suffered by Morton's tragic death in 1963. The subjects covered in this book are an indispensable part of a comprehensive survey of biochemistry, and the treatment of them contains much that will be of permanent value. One of the difficulties of such an encyclopedic treatment is, however, that of keeping the series up to date, and it wilJ be of great interest to see how far the editors and publishers can overcome the increasingly rapid obsolescence to which textbooks in the experimental sciences are prone. D. W. Moss "Amebiasis: A Biomedical Problem" JAMES G. SHAFFER, WILLIAM H. SHLAES and RVLE A.
RADKE. Charles C. Thomas. Springfield. 1965. $8.50 This is an interesting and wide-ranging little book with a very complete bibliography.
After a brief historical introduction, the lifecycle and morphology of Entamoeba histolytica, the intestinal lesions of amebiasis and its complications and sequelre are discussed.
The widespread existence of the infection and its protean clinical manifestations are emphasised.
The demonstration of infection by laboratory methods and sigmoidoscopic examination is very well presented and the treatment is discussed in a commonsense manner. The format follows that of the earlier volumes of the series-a method used in Clinical Chemistry, carefully presented by a worker in a wellknown American laboratory, giving principles, technique, reagents and recovery figures together with notes on the method and a critical appraisal by workers in one or more other laboratories.
